
created. The team laid out the Crenshaw Cliff-
side course, which provides a stark contrast to
the Foothills. While Fazio’s routing takes
golfers through valleys, Crenshaw’s drags
them around hillsides and across ravines with
more of a feeling of traverse than collection.
Trust and instinct are imperative as you sling
shots off banks and berms and play 30 feet of
break on 10-footers. Huge, sweeping greens
and minimal dirt movement are the signa-
tures of this wonderful course, Crenshaw’s first
design.

Tom Fazio was invited back to Barton
Creek in the late 1990s to find some more
golf, and boy howdy, did he ever. The Fazio
Canyons course is a beautiful, tough, rugged
ride of a layout among the untouched
wilderness next to the Foothills course.
When golf organizations need a place to
hold a tournament, they usually call on the
Canyons, since it’s a great test of driving,
shotmaking, creativity, putting and patience.

The Palmer Lakeside course may be a 30-

minute shuttle ride from the main property,
but worth twice the commute time. An
incredibly fun layout out in the tenderloin
of the Texas Hill Country, Lakeside’s condi-
tion and service are unparalleled. There’s no
better set of par 3s on one course anywhere
in Texas and the clubhouse setting atop the
highest spot on the property provides a great
place to settle the bets.

About an hour’s drive from either the
Austin or San Antonio airport lies the irre-
placeable Horseshoe Bay Resort. Three
incredible Robert Trent Jones, Jr. golf courses
– Ram Rock, Slick Rock and Apple Rock –
complete spa services, world-class cuisine,
tennis, boat rentals, beaches and incredible
pools. Not to mention Whitewater, the resort’s
18-hole, real grass, night-lit putting course.
Just a couple of years ago, the resort invited
Marriott to build a fantastic new hotel,
smack in the middle of the property, which is
definitely the place to stay in Horseshoe Bay.

Ram Rock is widely considered the tough-
est course in Texas, but shouldn’t be avoided
based on its reputation.  It’s a wonderful golf
course and perfect in every way – mainte-
nance, design, aesthetics and playability.
Apple Rock is the gentler of the two courses
that set out from the Cap Rock pro shop, and
while a tad more hacker-friendly, is still no
slouch.  Slick Rock is locally known as the
member’s course and is a marvel of landscape
architecture. Dramatic waterfalls, incredible
cart path configurations and impeccable con-
ditioning combine to explain why the mem-
bers choose Slick for their daily game. Trying
to talk about Horseshoe Bay Resort in one
measly article is a fool’s errand. You’ve sim-
ply got to see it to believe it.

A relative newcomer to the Texas golf
scene is Wolfdancer Golf Club at the new
Hyatt Lost Pines Resort, just a chip shot from
Austin-Bergstrom International Airport. A
welcome addition to the Austin golf lineup,
Wolfdancer is a really, really good Arthur
Hills design with big, generous fairways and
tough, undulating greens. Each hole on the
front nine seems like its own little golf
course, completely and intimately framed
by big oaks, cedar elms, pecans and the occa-
sional young pine. Most of the back nine
rambles through an old pecan orchard next
to the Colorado River, adding a completely
different feel from the humps and bumps of
the front, and provides a nice transition back
to the resort grounds.

UMMIN’ UP TEXAS GOLF IS LIKE
trying to explain the personality
traits of human beings to an
alien. Sure, humans share many
similar things. Torsos, hair, skin.

But all golf courses have fairways, greens
and grass of some kind, the occasional sand
or snow course notwithstanding.

But Texas is so big and so diverse, igno-
rance or genius is revealed in those who try
to describe its extraordinary collection of golf
courses. Whether you’re talkin’ desertland,
coastland, mountainside, citified, piney
woods, backwoods, hill country, brush coun-
try, prairieland, dairyland, metro, retro or
swamp, Texas has golf in, around or strewn
cattywampus across all of it.

The self-proclaimed Golf Capital of Texas,
Barton Creek Resort west of Austin has no
equal. Somehow, someone managed to fit a
wonderfully massive four-course resort smack
in the middle of the most beautiful part of
the Texas Hill Country along the clear waters

of Barton Creek, long preserved by local envi-
ronmental groups.  Rooms, food and service
are what bring most back, but golf is what
makes Barton Creek work.

The original course, now known as Fazio
Foothills, designed by Tom Fazio, opened as
a members-only club in the late 1980s and
was the place to be in Austin golf. Willie 
Nelson, the Gatlin Brothers, Ben Crenshaw,
legendary Texas football coach Darrell Royal,
Thomas “Hollywood” Henderson, among
others, graced the plush fairways and bent-
grass greens that flowed through gentle
canyons. Folks liked the layout so much they
brought The Legends of Golf to Barton Creek
after its infancy spent at Onion Creek Coun-
try Club just south of town.  (The popularity
of The Legends is what gave birth to the pow-
erhouse now known as the Champions
Tour.)

Ben Crenshaw and his partner Bill Coore
were called in to design the second course at
Barton Creek. And what a course they 

� Find John Lafond, executive chef at Horseshoe
Bay Resort, tap him on the shoulder and ask him to
make you his Heirloom Tomato Salad.  Chef Lafond
is reforming tomato-haters daily with this one.
(Might be the 150-year old balsamic vinegar he 
drizzles across it.)

� When you finish your round at Barton Creek,
load up your own cooler, take it to the Salt Lick and
order up the “Family Style.”  You’ll buy a few bottles
of “Lauren’s Sauce” at the register on the way out, 
I promise.

� Buy a beer in the General Store in Lajitas, take it
outside, open it and give it to Clay Henry, the mayor
of Lajitas.  He’ll drink it without hands.  (He’s a goat
and goats don’t have hands.)

� Get a fishing guide at Port Isabel just down 
the road from Rancho Viejo Resort and try to sink
the boat with all the redfish and speckled trout you’ll
catch.  Take the fillets back to the chef and have 
him grill ’em for you.

� Sure it’s touristy, but ride the boat at the 
Riverwalk in San Antonio one night while staying 
at the Hyatt Hill Country or The Westin La Cantera.
(Insider’s tip:  Find the Havana Riverwalk Inn and
take the oriental rug-lined elevator to the basement
cigar bar for a sip and a puff.  Spend the night, too.
It’s a wonderful place with clean white linens, fat
cotton comforters, squeaky hardwoods and
grandma’s pedestal sinks.)

� Assuming it’s baseball season, take in a 
Houston Astros game.  Minute Maid Park is a lesson
in how baseball stadiums should be designed.

� Fly into El Paso on your way in and spend the
night at the Camino Real.  Go to Emerald Springs
Golf Course, ask for Luis or Mopar and tell either of
them you want to go into old Mexico and play
Campestre (pronounced kahm-pess’-treh).  If they
agree to take you, I guarantee you’ll never find a 
better golf experience anywhere in the world.

� Go to Fort Worth and just be there. Eat, drink,
walk around, whatever. It’s the cleanest, coolest,
most inspiring big-city downtown I’ve ever seen. 

�Things
You’ve Got to Try
(okay, just pick one or two, you won’t be disappointed)
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Heirloom tomatoes, beer-drinking mayoral goats and a few recommendations for golf from  our resident Lone Star stringer.
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To be continued in the April issue wherein our gonzo guide takes on the Dallas/Houston areas.

Barton Creek Resort’s Cliffside
course, designed by Ben Crenshaw,
is one of four courses that make up
the Austin area resort.
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