
the place, but then again, I’ve always been
fond of things that deliver ultimate relax-
ation with minimal effort.

Houstonians love their golf, understand-
ably. Houston has tons of great golf courses
and volumes of history. At the top of the list
for the golf traveller are the two properties
served by The Houstonian Hotel, Redstone
Golf Club and Blackhorse Golf Club. Red-
stone’s 36 holes include the Tournament
Course, where the PGA Tour sets up shop for
the Shell Houston Open each spring. A behe-

moth of a layout at almost 7,500 yards, the
Tournament Course was designed by Rees
Jones with the consulting help of PGA Tour
player David Toms and there ain’t a back-
yard lawnchair to be found. The course is
surrounded by the native environment.

The Houstonian serves up 36 more great
Houston golf holes over at BlackHorse Golf
Club. Two outstanding courses designed by
Peter Jacobsen and Jim Hardy run along
Cypress Creek in the wooded wilderness of
Houston’s northwest side. Stop in and get
your swing in shape with a lesson from
Marty Fleckman, a true Houston golf origi-
nal. Former Walker Cupper and NCAA indi-
vidual champ while playing for the
University of Houston, Fleckman runs his
golf academy right there at Blackhorse. 

I’m baffled by the fact you can even get a
tee time or a dining reservation at Rancho
Viejo Resort any time of the year. Folks, this
place is like going back in time in every way.

Price, service, feel and character, Rancho
Viejo Resort is the most charming golf resort
in Texas. Family-owned and operated for
decades by the Trapp family, Rancho Viejo
Resort is a taste of old Mexico without leav-
ing the States.

Two great, aptly named golf courses, El
Angel and El Diablo are the centrepieces of
this wonderful old resort. Ask Peter Jacobsen
about El Diablo. He got his PGA Tour card
there when the PGA Tour held Q-School at
RVR back in the 1970s. Majestic palms,
grapefruit tree-lined fairways and incredible

bougainvilleas are just the beginning of the
flora scattered around Rancho Viejo. The
whole place is a gardener’s dream.

I challenge anyone to find better food or
better service than at Rancho Viejo and the
Casa Grande Supper Club is probably the best
restaurant anywhere west of the Mississippi
River. The one thing I found most astounding
about Rancho Viejo? Every employee of the
resort is devoid of the slightest hint of attitude
and is completely devoted to making you feel
like you’re the most important guest on the
property. Incredible, and virtually impossible
to find these days.

While in the Rio Grande Valley, head
toward the water and tee it up where they
play the Texas Senior Open at South Padre
Island Golf Club. A great coastal layout set on
the eastern shore of Laguna Madre by Chris
Cole and Stephen Caplinger, SPIGC is a great
course. Owned and managed by Landmark
National, the same folks behind Oak Tree in
Oklahoma and PGA West. Whatever you do,
don’t talk to head pro Brent Goodger. He’ll
nice you into moving there. 

Up the road a piece – just northwest of
Dallas – lies luxury redefined in the spectacu-
lar Four Seasons Resort & Club, Dallas at Las
Colinas. Technically in Irving, Texas (out-of-
towners won’t be able to tell where Dallas
ends and Fort Worth begins), this awesome
display of manicured greatness is home to the
PGA Tour’s EDS (Electronic Data Systems) Byron
Nelson Championship. Quite a week it is when
the Tour rolls through, but the beauty, seren-
ity and downright sick attention to detail can
only be experienced the other 51 weeks.

The Tournament Players Club at Las Col-
inas is a deep study in how to design and
maintain a golf course, and as much fun as
you’ll have hitting shots to the majestic par-
three 17th, the service and amenities of the
resort are what’ll blow your hat in the creek.
Pools aplenty (inside and out), food like no
other, service like it should be and superb
landscaping complement the fabulous Jay
Morrish-designed TPC course to create the
best big-city golf destination in Texas. That’s
just how the Four Seasons does it, and they
sure do it right in Dallas.

If you ever wondered where the middle
of nowhere is, Lajitas Resort shares a fence
with it. Solitude seekers have migrated to the
Big Bend of Texas by the ones for ages and I
can say with absolute certainty that they
were not disappointed on arrival. Lajitas is
remote. Beautifully remote.

The golf course, Ambush at Lajitas,
designed by Austin-based golf course archi-
tects Roy Bechtol and Randy Russell of Bech-
tol Russell Golf, is awesome. With no real
elevation change, yet plenty of character, the
course wanders around down by the Rio
Grande in a beautiful hole in the West Texas
landscape, surrounded by the rugged peaks of
southwest Texas and northern Mexico. Shar-
ing a fence with Big Bend National Park does-
n’t hurt the aesthetics, either.

The first international golf hole in the
world, Lajitas’s hole 11A is a 100-yard par
three with a green built across the Rio
Grande in old Mexico. Golfers can hit a shot
to it, but there’s no putting out (no way
across the river).

Lajitas Resort has incredible food, horse-

back riding, spa services, nature trails and
more, and now it’s even easier to get there.
Just this year, Lajitas began selling by-the-
seat private jet service on its own aircraft,
non-stop from Dallas and Austin, for as little
as $US500. Good news for those unsettled
by the two-hour drive from the nearest com-
mercial airport (Midland/Odessa).

Home to the PGA Tour’s Valero Texas
Open, The Westin La Cantera Resort is San
Antonio golf at its finest. The Resort Course
is where the Tour sets up camp, but don’t
miss the Palmer Course, also. Both take
advantage of the big rolling terrain of San
Antonio’s northwest corner and are expertly
manicured and super fun to play (with a
cart, these are not walkers’ courses).

Hyatt delivers still more restrained ele-
gance at its Hyatt Regency Hill Country
Resort on the western edge of San Antonio.
A stone’s throw from Shamu and his buddies
at SeaWorld, the Hill Country Resort offers
up another great Art Hills design, tougher
than an old boot and just as charming. The
Lazy River is my favourite non-golf part of

60 • A p r i l  2 0 0 7

� Assuming you’re driving from Austin to San
Antonio or vice-versa, stop at Gruene (pronounced
green) Hall for some real Texas country music. Live
music, dammit, with sawdust on the floor, raw bulbs
hangin’ in the trees outside and cold beer like it
should be. There are few better places to soak it in
and Gruene Hall delivers only the good stuff. They
wouldn’t dare show a sweat-act like Rascal Flatts.

� While on the shuttle out to Barton Creek Palmer
Lakeside, command your van jockey to pull over at
Jim Bob’s BBQ for a brisket, egg and cheese break-
fast taco. The damn thing is so good, you’ll want
another, but it’s so big, you can’t eat two. Do so and
you’ll be limited to knock-downs all day.

� Schmooze your way in and take a shower in the
locker room at Shady Oaks Country Club in Fort
Worth, just for the remote chance of soppin’ up
some of Hogan’s DNA.

� Avoid the traffic in Houston.

� Avoid the traffic in Dallas.

� Avoid the traffic in Austin.

� Try to find traffic in Lajitas. Or Rancho Viejo.

� On receiving your margarita from your canti-
nero at the swim-up bar at Rancho Viejo Resort, try
to guess the time (that same day) your lime was
picked from the tree.

� If you regret never getting a lesson from the late
Harvey Penick, fear not. His protege, Barbara Puett,
gives no-nonsense golf instruction at the back end
of the driving range at Barton Creek’s Fazio Canyons.
Thirty minutes with Barbara will make you a better
player and a better person.

� Try to get on one of these (they’re all private, but
why not give it a shot?): Briggs Ranch, Cordillera
Ranch, Vaquero, Austin Golf Club, Whispering
Pines, Rockport CC, Spanish Oaks, Escondido, Boot
Ranch, Lakecliff, Dallas National, Champions, Colo-
nial, Lochinvar, Starr Hollow, Houston CC, River
Oaks CC, Austin CC or Oak Hills CC.

TexasGolf
Our Lone Star stringer guides us around the Dallas/Houston area
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Things
You Should Do

MyWay

Golfing Texas-style at Lajitas Resort (far left),
Rancho Viejo Resort (centre) South Padre Island
Golf Club (above).

Don’t miss: Gruene Hall 
for some real live Texas 
country music
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